











NWSCC Community Trunk or Treat
Events on Each Campus

The last week of October Northwest Shoals Community College
(NWSCC) hosted community trunk or treat events free to the
public on the Phil Campbell and Shoals campuses.

NWSCC hosted a drive-through trunk or treat on the Phil
Campbell campus. On the Shoals campus, the event invited
members of the community to park in front of campus and walk
through the outside event. Both events featured decorated trunks
from the College's faculty, staff, and student organizations.
The annual event hosts over 1,000 adults and children on
both campuses.

Northwest Alabama BEST Robotics
Team Wins National Championship

The 2023 Northwest Alabama BEST (Boosting Engineering,
Science and Technology) Robotics top team, Creekside
Academy, won the national championship after competing
in the South’s BEST competition at the University of North
Alabama.

BEST Robotics is open to all students in 6th - 12th grades.
It is free for schools to participate. Teachers who sponsor a
competing team at the Northwest Alabama hub may receive
teacher stipends and qualify for TEAMS professional learning
credits through Power School.

Northwest Alabama BEST (Boosting Engineering Science
& Technology) Robotics is made possible by a partnership
between Northwest Shoals Community College and the Shoals
Chamber of Commerce.

NWSCC Holds Black History Month
Awards Reception and Concert

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) hosted the “I
Have A Dream” program to commemorate February as Black
History Month.

The event featured guest speaker Josh Turner, Assistant Vice
President and Business Development Officer, CB&S Bank. Turner
is a seasoned banking professional with a wealth of experience
and expertise in the financial industry. Outside of his professional
endeavors, he is actively involved in community service initiatives
and is passionate about giving back to society.

The event included special music by Dr. Eric Kirkman and the

NWSCC Chorale.

NWSCC Celebrates Hispanic Heritage
Month with Pachanga with the Patriots

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) celebrated
Hispanic Heritage Month with Pachanga with the Patriots.

The event was sponsored by the NWSCC Foundation and
Adult Education Program. According to Adult Education
program executive director Tara Branscome, the College’s
Adult Education program is always looking for ways to support
and educate our community and this is a great way to provide
awareness of our services to the growing Hispanic community.

“We knew there was a need once we saw the tremendous
growth in our English as a Second Language classes,” said
Branscome. “We thought this family-friendly event would be
a great opportunity to celebrate the Hispanic culture while
increasing awareness of all the other free services we offer
the community.”

The event featured authentic Hispanic cuisine, music, dancing,
tortilla making, pifiatas, art exhibit, art contest, and more.

NWSCC Holds Spring Cleanup Event
on Shoals Campus

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) takes part
in the annual Alabama PALS (People Against a Littered State)
“Don’t Drop It On Alabama” Statewide Spring Cleanup.

NWSCC partnered with Coca-Cola UNITED, Alabama RC&D
and Keep the Shoals Beautiful for the beautification event in
April on the Shoals campus.

The annual Alabama PALS “Don’t Drop It on Alabama”
Statewide Spring Cleanup and recycling event continues to
expand, this year welcoming more community colleges to the
initiative through a partnership with the Alabama Association
of Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Councils.
The event focused on the Shoals campus and roads in close
proximity to campus.

NORTHWEST SHOALS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

15
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440% INCREASE IN 3 YEARS

$1,000,000+ in
Annual Training Revenue

Record Student Training Numbers

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC)
has made a significantimpact in the 2023-2024-
year, training over 1,400 students through its
diverse range of non-credit services. With more
than 2,400 registrations for various offerings,
NWSCC continues to play a vital role in equipping
individuals with the skills needed for success.

Revenue Growth and
Economic Impact

The NWSCC Department of Training for Business
and Industry (TBI) has experienced an impressive
surge in revenue over the past year. Surpassing the
$1 million mark, this figure represents a 56.7
percent increase over the previous year and an
astonishing 440% increase compared to the
2020-2021 fiscal year. This remarkable growth
highlights the department’s expanding influence
and contribution to the local economy.
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Expanding Partnerships for
Workforce Development

Through The commitment NWSCC has to fostering
industry relationships is evident through its more
than 160 active partnerships. These collaborations
span across manufacturers, labor unions,
municipalities, K-12 school systems, and economic
development associations, including the Shoals
Business Incubator and TVA.

One notable partnership is with Service One
Transport, a woman-owned business that regularly
hires graduates from the NWSCC CDL Program.
The company has even branded one of their trucks
with the NWSCC logo, showcasing their strong
connection. Additionally, NWSCC has ongoing
projects with TVA, a machinist apprenticeship
and on-site CDL training, further expanding
opportunities for students and driving economic
growth in the Northwest Alabama region.




High School Success Stories:
Skills for the Future

Deshler High School’s Event Planning students celebrated a
significant achievement by completing the Skills for Success
Food and Beverage Training. Seventeen students earned
both a high school credential and ACCS certification,
signaling their readiness to enter the workforce. Tuscumbia
City Schools and Colbert County Schools have publicly
praised their partnership with NWSCC, highlighting the
high-quality non-credit training that continues to benefit
their students.

National Recognition and
Workforce Training

The NWSCC Machinist Apprenticeship is a collaboration
with the International Association of Machinists
(IAM) that has garnered national attention. Andrew
Robbins, NWSCC Executive Director for Workforce
Development and Training, was one of three college
workforce development leaders invited to present at a
National Economic Council and Domestic Policy Council
White House working session in Washington D.C. His
presentation on NWSCC's successful partnerships with
labor unions was recognized as a “Best Practice” by
White House officials.

Innovative Recruiting and
Hiring Initiatives

The NWSCC Department of TBI, in collaboration with
the NWSCC Adult Education program, offers structured,
in-person opportunities for CDL program participants to
connect directly with industry partners. These meetings
provide students with the chance to secure the necessary
letters of intent to proceed with the full CDL Program,
ensuring successful job placement upon completion.
This model is now being expanded to other non-credit
offerings, creating more pathways for students to connect
with potential employers.

With over 25 instructors employed through the Training for
Business and Industry Department, NWSCC continues to
enhance the region’s economy while empowering students
with the skills and connections needed to succeed in
their careers.
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College Highlights

Celebrating Northwest Shoals successes
and growth over the past year.

NWSCC receives $1.3 Million Grant
to Enhance Rural Healthcare Education

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) was
awarded a $1.3 million grant aimed at addressing
healthcare needs in Colbert, Lauderdale, Franklin,
and Lawrence Counties.

In partnership with North Alabama Medical Center
(NAMC), NWSCC will implement a project to bolster
healthcare education opportunities in the region.
NAMC has generously contributed over 5,100 square
feet of space on its Cloyd Campus to facilitate the
expansion of healthcare education initiatives.

“This grant represents a significant investment in

the health and well-being of our communities,”
said NWSCC President Dr. Jeff Goodwin. “We are
grateful for the support of our state legislators and the
Alabama Community College system in recognizing
the importance of expanding healthcare education

in rural areas.”

The grant will enable NWSCC to offer a dual
enrollment pathway for Licensed Practical Nursing
(LPN) certification, a stand-alone LPN Program, a
non-credit Health Studies Training Center and state-

of-the-art mobile simulation unit.
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Shrek The Musical Comes to the
NWSCC Phil Campbell Campus
Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) was thrilled
to perform Shrek The Musical April 11-14 on the NWSCC Phil

Campbell campus for the college and community.

The musical was based on the beloved DreamWorks Animation
film and William Steig's classic book. Shrek The Musical brought
to life the adventures of everyone’s favorite ogre, Shrek, as he
embarked on a journey to rescue Princess Fiona with the help of
his loyal companion Donkey. Along the way, they encountered
a colorful cast of characters, including the sassy Gingerbread
Man, the villainous Lord Farquaad, and a host of fairytale
creatures. Packed with humor, heart, and memorable tunes,
this production captivated the audiences from start to finish.

“We were excited to bring the magic of Shrek The Musicalto our
community,” said Jonathon Romero, NWSCC Music Instructor and
Director of the Musical. “This production was a labor of love for
our talented cast and crew. We had the opportunity to showcase
our students and members of the community. It was a show that
made you laugh, sing, and leave with a smile on your face.”

NWSCC Showcases its Careers In
Manufacturing at Metallica Scholars
Manufacturing Day

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) held Metallica
Scholars Manufacturing Day this past October on the Shoals
campus. The event offered an opportunity for students to explore

the manufacturing careers possible through NWSCC.

“Events like Manufacturing Day are great for us to help
students see the partnership and connection between the
college and our local workforce,” said NWSCC President Dr.
Jeff Goodwin. “These remarkable manufacturing careers are
critical to sustaining and growing our workforce with some of
the brightest students in our community.”

NWSCC provided an opportunity for students to experience
and learn more about eight manufacturing careers: Auto
Service, Carpentry, Design Engineering, Electrical, Heating,
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC), Industrial Maintenance,
Machining, and Welding.

NWSCC was one of the schools chosen for the 2023-2024
Metallica Scholars Initiative, funded by legendary rock band
Metallica’s All Within My Hands Foundation. This program
supports NWSCC students in advanced manufacturing and
construction majors.

NWSCC Officially Opens the PARC
to Help Students Overcome Barriers

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) officially
opened the Patriot Advocacy and Resource Center (PARC).
The center is designed to help students overcome barriers while
pursuing their college education.

The PARC is made possible through a three-year, $950,000
grant from the United States Department of Education’s Basic
Needs for post-secondary students Program that is aimed at
supporting student success. The PARC will support students on
the Phil Campbell and Shoals campuses with basic resources.

“Thanks to this grant, we are excited to be able to offer our
students the basic resources they need to be successful in
completing their education,” said Dr. Jeff Goodwin, President
of NWSCC. “The basic needs that we are providing often get
overlooked, but they are just as critical to many of our students
as technology is in the classroom. We would also like to extend
a special ‘thank you’ to Congressman Aderholt for his help in
making this possible.”

NWSCC eligible students will benefit from a food pantry, life skill
workshops, mental health coaching, mentoring, transportation
assistance, housing assistance, and much more.
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